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Entry Tasks

1. Rename yourself including:
Grade and First Name
Ex. 3 Anne

2: Add your name to the chat and a word 
that describes how you feel about teaching 
writing.

.



Working Agreements
While we are learning together, we agree to:
• Look for learning – new perspectives, 

interpretations

• Accept discomfort and let others sit with 
discomfort

• Notice what you hear and feel before you speak

• Be present

• Celebrate brilliance

“It is impossible to get better and look good at the same time.”



Agenda

• Welcome, Introduction & Outcomes

• Writing Foundations Overview

• Unit Framework Components

• Unit Exploration

• On-Demand Units

• Reflection



Learning Outcomes

Participants will –

• Gain an understanding of the gradual release model and 
best practice writing strategies aligned to Writing 
Foundations.

• Learn about the Writing Foundations unit frameworks, 
instructional strategies, and resources



Big Picture
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Writing Foundations

Develops the emergent writer

• Oral language

• Fine motor control

• Attention to picture detail

(PreK-K)



Writing Foundations

Emergent writing



Writing Foundations

Develops the early writer 

• Vocabulary
• Descriptive Details
• Varied Sentence Structures
• Text Forms and Features

• Narrative
• Opinion
• Informational

(G1-G2)



Writing Foundations

Early writing 



Writing Foundations

Develops the transitional and fluent writer

• Structure and organization

• Strategy development

• Elaboration techniques

• Integration of sources

• Reading/writing connections 



Writing Foundations

Includes direct writing instruction to
whole groups – modeled writing 

Working with small groups of students 
in targeted writing instruction

By children writing through their own 
initiative or independently



Gradual Release of Responsibility

Teacher Models
• Explains
• Demonstrates
• Thinks Aloud

Teacher explicitly 
teaches and the 
students practice 
together

Students practice 
the strategy with 
support  

Students apply practice on 
their own or with a partner 
and receive feedback

Students transfer learning 
to new situations

Dependence Independence

Demonstration Shared Practice Guided Practice Independent 
Practice



The Writing Process



Writing Foundations

Text type Narrative Informative Opinion

Structure B/M/E I/B/C I/B/C

Features Character
Setting
Event

Dialogue
Emotion

Topic
Information

Facts
Details

Explanations 

Topic
Opinion
Reasons

Text Forms and Features



Writing Foundations



G3-5 Unit Frameworks

What it is… What it is not….

A draft framework for teaching a 
particular text type A scripted curriculum

Strategies, mini lessons and 
resources Rigid

A suggested pacing Perfect

Aligned to sources

Connected to Reach for Reading, 
CIA, or other content areas



G3-5 Unit Frameworks

Planning with content integration

• Focus on ELA big picture and unit themes

• Utilize unit resources when applicable

• Embeds vocabulary and word study 
components



Unit Pacing

Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 Unit 5 Unit 6 On-Demand 
Unit

CBA

Grade 3 Reach Unit 1

Personal 
Narrative

4-5 Weeks

Reach Unit 2-3

Informational

5-6 Weeks

Reach Unit 4

Opinion

4-5 Weeks

Reach Unit 5

Narrative

4-5 Weeks

Reach Unit 6

Opinion

4-5 Weeks

Reach Unit 7

Informational

4-5 Weeks

All Text Types

4-5 Weeks

Grade 4 Reach Unit 1

Narrative

4-6 Weeks

Reach Unit 2

Opinion

4-5 Weeks

Reach Unit 3

Informational

5-6 Weeks

Reach Unit 5

Narrative

4-5 Weeks

Reach Unit 6-7

Information/
Biography

3-4 Weeks

Opinion/
Literary 
Response
3-4 Weeks

All Text Types

4-5 Weeks

Grade 5 Reach Unit 1

Narrative

4-5 Weeks

Reach Unit 2

Information

5-6 Weeks

C.I.A – City of 
Ember
Opinion

3-4 Weeks

Reach Unit 3

Information

5-6 Weeks

Reach Unit 4

Opinion

4-5 Weeks

All Text Types

4-5 Weeks

Reach Unit 7

Opinion



Planning Design

• 4-6 week Unit Plans

• Week 1 – Immersion
• Week 2 – Research
• Week 3 – Planning
• Week 4-6 – Drafting, Revising & Editing



Strategy Documents



Strategy Documents
Narrative Strategies
1. Beginning a Narrative
2. Elaboration
3. Dialogue
4. Ending a Narrative

What do 
you notice?

What do you 
wonder?

Share your 
thinking



Anchor Charts

Keep in mind:
• Create and record content, strategies, 

processes or procedures during
learning

• Post anchor charts to keep relevant and 
current learning accessible to students

• Reference as a reminder of prior 
learning

• Add on to build connections to new 
learning

• Use as tools to answer questions, 
expand ideas or contribute to discussion

Anchor Charts build a culture of literacy in the 
classroom by making thinking visible.



Instructional strategy: modeling

Guiding students with structure -
• Clearly describing features of the strategy or steps 

in performing a skill

• Breaking the skill in to learnable parts

• Describing/modeling using a variety of 
techniques

• Engaging students in learning through showing 
enthusiasm, steady pace, asking good questions 
and checking for student understanding



Instructional strategy: modeling

How do students know what is expected of them?

• Through explicit teacher modeling, the 
students are provided with a clear 
example of a skill or strategy

• For modeling to be successful, teachers 
need to plan the modeling experience 
carefully 



• Organization
• Notetaking

Teacher Model

• Drafting
• Strategy 

Development
• Revising & 

Editing 



Unit Format 



Unit Exploration 



Resource Exploration 



On-Demand Units 



Reflection

Quick Write

What excites you most about the 
Writing Units?



Thank you
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